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FONDAZIONE ROMA MEDITERRANEO
A Mediterranean identity for a new social economic and cultural development

In 2008 the Fondazione Roma, chaired by professor Emmanuele F.M. Emanuele, established the Fondazione Mediterraneo which, in order to promote a full development of the Mediterranean countries through joint projects that lead to the revival of shared values and the achievement of a common Mediterranean identity, operates in three main areas: Economic and Social Development,  Education and Arte and Intercultural Dialogue. 
“The Mediterranean” says the Chair of the Fondazione Roma Mediterraneo, professor Emanuele, “must now play another leading role and become a model of open and productive coexistence with the ambitious aim of creating a political, economic, cultural, very religious and united region that puts forward suggestions and is conscious of its identity. It must also be capable of reviving the anthropological and historical principles of the Mediterranean civilisation and healing the wounds of conflict with the neighbouring East. This challenge could be met if we all acquire the intangible strength of culture which, in my opinion, is the most effective device and could be the trump card”.  

In the field of Art and Intercultural Dialogue, the Fondazione Roma Mediterranean promotes many important projects in partnership with national and international public and private institutions and provides a strategic and economic contribution for their achievement.
Amongst the most important projects are the virtual exhibition entitled “Religions and Philanthropy in the Mediterranean: artefacts, symbols and culture” held in partnership with the Master in International Studies in Philanthropy (MISP) of the University of Bologna, the “Arte Contemporanea per il Tempio di Zeus” exhibition which aims to raise funds to be devolved to recovering the fragments of one of the most impressive sculptures in limestone that composed the magnificent Temple of Olympian Zeus which stands in the Valle dei Templi in Agrigento, Sicily, the “Fondazione Roma Mediterraneo Award”, created in association with “The Hollywood Reporter”, which, during the Taormina FilmFest, intends to highlight the work of any cinematographer who has successfully contributed to intercultural dialogue and a specific Mediterranean identity.
The Fondazione Roma Mediterraneo also collaborates with the Fondazione Romaeuropa, of which  the Fondazione Roma is a founder member, in the organization of the ‘Romaeuropa Festival’, a variety of musical, dance and theatre performances. Every year, artists from various nations meet in the Capital in order to hold this show that encourages intercultural dialogue. 

The Fondazione Roma Mediterraneo supports artistic and cultural events and exhibitions that aim to encourage art and culture as a universal language, regardless of the country from which the individual expressions are developed, in order to become a means of teaching tolerance, integration and the full development of the community.   

Professor Emanuele firmly believes that the language of art, in its various forms, is the main channel of communication since it is the highest expression of mankind’s genius, creativity and ideals.  This language appears to be able to cross ideological barriers and prevail over incidental contrasts and the mistrust that arises from a lack of knowledge, leaving room for the soul which yearns for company, friendship and opportunities for spiritual growth and enrichment.
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